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T
he American Society of Agricultural and Biological 
Engineers’ Resource magazine is pleased to sponsor 
the AE50, the only awards program of its kind cele-
brating companies for developments in areas of agri-

cultural, food, and biological systems. Award winners shine 
under the congratulatory spotlight in this special issue dedi-
cated to many gifted engineers and co-workers who creatively 
harness and manage company resources and talent to pursue 
exciting innovations.

The products featured represent not only the diversity of 
the agricultural and biological engineering fi elds but compa-
nies of all sizes and varying pursuits. Team-playing innovators 
execute new designs and orchestrate innovative ventures: ma-
chines, components, and systems that enhance and improve 

our world. Selected from many entries, an expert panel judged 
the best products introduced to the marketplace during 2007. 
These AE50 recipients join the ranks of many, over two de-
cades, who have been honored for high-tech ingenuity and 
down-to-earth creativity. These innovators will save produc-
ers time, costs, and labor while also improving user safety.

Many products featured on the following pages are pat-
ented and their names trademarked. In the years ahead, 
some may even become household words. Others may be fur-
ther improved as technology rapidly advances and, perhaps 
with time and change, will win another AE50 award. But all 
honorees who achieved this year’s award strived for excel-
lence, and we are very pleased to showcase the results of their 
ingenuity, tenacity, and labor. Well done!

■ 2310 Mulch Finisher

John Deere Des Moines Works
Ankeny, Iowa, USA
515-289-3163, www.deere.com

The 2310 Mulch Finisher is a seed bed preparation tool 
designed for best-in-class transport dimensions, productiv-
ity, residue fl ow, soil profi le, and rear fi nishing attachments. 
The 2310 offers up to a 33 percent productivity increase as 
it was designed and tested for operation speeds at 16 kph 
(10 mph) and is capable of running in 80 percent residue 
levels. In many conditions, the 2310 can eliminate a spring 
tillage pass by combining its mulching disk blades in the 
front, 91-kg (200-lb) trip standards in the middle, and rear 
harrow to level the soil at the rear of the machine. The new 
machine offers four different harrow attachments to match 
various fi eld conditions including residue management, soil 
profi le, and soil moisture levels.

Outstanding Innovations
2008 

Congratulations to the winners!
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