
I N N O V A T I O N S 2 0 0 6
A E 5 0 O U T S TA N D I N G

AE50June/July 2006 23

No-till implement intercedes by inter-seeding
Simple seeders, directly driven from the Dixon Land
Imprinter roller, deliver complex mixes of native seeds to
the roller top where they are carried forward, dropped
on the soil surface, and then imbedded in the imprint
surfaces. Some can work on 2:1 slopes and even steeper.
Land imprinting specifications have been developed for
erosion control, ecological restoration, TMDL reduction,
restoring perennial grasses, weed control, forage produc-
tion, and sustainable agriculture. Imprinting accelerates
the secondary succession of plant types past the weed
stage through superior control of rainwater at the soil
surface via V-shaped imprints, funneling for maximizing
seed germination, seedling establishment, and the subse-
quent growth of plant communities. Dixon Land
Imprinter, a no-till implement for seeding – under devel-
opment in Tucson, Ariz., since 1976 – was developed
through infiltration/erosion-control research. Today, more
than 50,000 ha (123,553 acres) have been inter-seeded
with grasses nationwide.

Western Ecology, LLC, Sante Fe, New Mexico USA; 
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Modular Monitor System for hazardous dust
applications
The Agritronics Modular Monitor System
(AMMSV4) is an intrinsically safe monitor system
used to monitor upper and lower bin levels (two
wire-pressure activated and three-wire capacitive)
and 5- to 10,000-rpm shaft speed (two-wire and
three-wire magnetic) sensors installed in explosive
gas (Class I, Group C and D) and combustible dust
(Class II, Group G) locations. The CSA-approved
(Canada and USA) system greatly reduces installa-
tion and maintenance cost compared to explosion-
proof installations in grain, fertilizer, feed han-
dling, and processing facilities. The modular sys-
tem provides for one to 120 channels for easy
expansion and can interface to programmable
logic control for automatic batch control func-
tions. The system operates on 12-15 Vdc (or from a 120 Vac-to-dc power adaptor) and has configuration
for a timed or latching alarm, which also makes this system useful for monitoring air-seeders, fertilizer
applicators, and combine harvesters.

LJB Agritronics Ltd., Edmonton, Alberta Canada; 780-413-4286, www.agritronics.ca


