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Mower conditioner merges as it mows
The DISCO 8550AS is a three-gang, tractor-
mounted mower conditioner that cuts, condi-
tions, and merges 8 m (26 ft) of any hay crop
in a single pass. The power to merge the crop
as it is mowed sets the DISCO 8550AS apart
from other mowers. With revolutionary
merge-on-the-go technology, the DISCO
8550AS speeds up harvest time, reduces com-
paction, and saves labor and fuel costs. By
mowing 8 m (26 ft) in a single pass, the farm
operation’s number of machines and opera-
tors may be reduced, yet stay at the high level
of performance required. In addition, by com-
bining the mowing and merging operations,
the DISCO 8550AS eliminates an entire
process that is normally time consuming and
requires additional labor. The increased effi-
ciency yields a higher quality end product:
feed for animals.

CLAAS of America, Inc., Omaha,
Nebraska USA; 402-861-1000,
www.claasofamerica.com

24/7 dairy-lameness diagnostics
StepMetrix™ is a revolutionary, real-time diagnostic tool
that enables effective lameness management. It automati-
cally identifies and monitors the soundness or lameness of
every cow in the herd seven days a week, 365 days a year,
before visual symptoms become apparent. The informa-
tion obtained addresses the conditions of individual cows,
lots, and/or herds to assist producers in management deci-
sions associated with nutrition and medical treatments.
Inaccurate lameness diagnoses and a lack of observable
symptoms exacerbate economic loss and animal welfare
concerns. Diagnostic accuracy has been hindered by sub-
jective manual inspection, and annually, economic losses
attributable to lameness cost U.S. milk producers more
than $800 million cumulatively or $90 per animal. With
StepMetrix™, producers are able to accurately and
systematically identify lameness soon after onset, enabling
early intervention to minimize economic loss.
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