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Products winning the 2006 AE50 awards represent

the best and the brightest developed around the
globe for the agricultural, food, and biological systems
industries.

The innovations highlighted in this issue were
selected from numerous entries in the competition
sponsored by Resource. The judges who chose the
winners represent all facets of the agricultural,
food, biological, and related systems engineering
professions. The expert panel picked the best of
products first introduced to the marketplace during
2005. These products are expected to save producers
time, costs, and labor while improving user safety.

Problem solving is a major goal in designs,
whether one is developing a better way to spread
manure, water a golf course, or monitor weather con-
ditions. Environmental concerns must also be factored
in while keeping production and operating costs low.

The annual AE50 program has been applauding

engineering achievements for close to two decades.
Past winners include companies of all sizes throughout
the world.

From better tractors and implements to computer
software and high-tech electronic measuring devices
and sensors, the 2006 AE50 winners cover a wide
gamut. The AE50 is the only awards program of its
kind, applauding companies for developments in
specific areas of agricultural, food, and biological
systems.

Many of the new ideas are patented and their
names trademarked. Some may become household
words in the future. Others will be improved upon as
technology advances.

For information on how to enter next year’s
competition, please contact Sandy Rutter, 269-429-
0300 ext. 345 or rutter@asabe.org. Information on the
AE50 and Resource magazine is also available on the
ASABE Web site, www.asabe.org.

Decreased vibration and noise via VRS damper
Weasler VRS torsional damper provides reduced vibra-
tion and noise when connecting engine flywheels and
transmission components. The patent-pending, three-
stage torsional damper allows for variable rate damp-
ing in a cost-effective design. The three-stage design
consists of viscous, rubber, and spring components. The
viscous portion reduces transmission noise during
idling, and the rubber section reduces noise when
shifting gears. The spring component dampens the
impact and shock loading created during normal oper-
ation. The dampers are desirable for off-road, marine,
agricultural, lawn and turf, or any engine-driven appli-
cation where a cost-effective torsional damping and
vibration reduction solution is needed. Torque capaci-
ties up to 813.5 Nm (600 ft-lb) are currently available.

Weasler Engineering, Inc., West Bend, Wisconsin USA;
262-338-2161, www.weasler.com


